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CHEROKEE PARK IS ONE OF SARASOTA’S most charming communities. 
Located west of Tamiami Trail and two miles south of downtown, the historic 
neighborhood is well-known for the heritage oak trees that line many of its streets 
and its proximity to the Gulf of Mexico. A young couple knew all this when they began 
driving regularly through the area in search of a new residence. Their diligence paid off 
when they spo"ed an available lot (next to the water no less) during one of their treks. 
Before the sale was even put into motion, the husband and wife had already imagined 
the look of their newly built forever home. 
 “The owners—one local and the other from Minnesota—chose this area for its many 
a"ributes,” says builder Ryan Perrone of Nautilus Homes, who initiated the project. 
“They envisioned a home that would feel like it had been in their family for generations.”
 And that’s exactly what they got. Designed with architect Don Cooper, the new 
corner-lot dwelling spans 5,710 square feet and blends timeless architectural elements 
with contemporary elegance. “The architecture’s Florida vernacular style creates 

ABOVE: A brick pathway leading to the 
front porch creates a welcoming sense 
of arrival. Ipe wood decking, mahogany 
railings with Chippendale-patterned 
balusters, painted timber columns, and 
exposed rafters establish the craftsman 
cottage aesthetic. New Horizon shutters 
in Chelsea Gray complement GulfSeam’s 
Napa Champagne roof.

INTERIOR DESIGN ELLEN HANSON, ELLEN HANSON DESIGNS, SARASOTA, FL
ARCHITECTURE DON COOPER, COOPER JOHNSON SMITH PETERSON ARCHITECTS, TAMPA, FL 
BUILDER RYAN PERRONE, NAUTILUS HOMES, SARASOTA, FL
STRUCTURAL ENGINEER SNELL ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS, SARASOTA, FL
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE MICHAEL A. GILKEY, SARASOTA, FL
TEXT JEANNE DE LATHOUDER
PHOTOGRAPHY RYAN GAMMA, SARASOTA, FL

Modern Nostalgia 
IN SARASOTA’S CHEROKEE PARK, A CONTEMPORARY TAKE ON 
FLORIDA VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE SETS THE TONE FOR 
CRAFTSMAN-INSPIRED INTERIORS THAT NOD TO THE PAST

LEFT: Designed for relaxing, dining, and 
cooking, the screened porch includes 
generous seating, a summer kitchen, and 
natural Dominican coral stone flooring, 
blurring indoor/outdoor boundaries. Serena 
& Lily outdoor furnishings create a seamless 
aesthetic accented with patterned pillows 
by Charlotte Osterman Design.
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Soaring vaulted ceilings, a sleek precast fireplace, and 
elegant herringbone flooring define the living area. 
Connected to the porch with a folding glass door 
system, the living room also closes off from the kitchen 
via a custom metal and milk glass pocketing window 
system. Vintage barrel-back swivel chairs complement 
a free-form cocktail table from Bradley USA and 
Homenature’s curved-back sofa. 
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“The mandate for the interiors 
was to create family-friendly 
spaces while maintaining an 
aura of sophistication and ease,” 
says designer Ellen Hanson. “The 
palette throughout the residence 
is inspired by craftsman-style 
houses, yet interpreted in fresh 
and vibrant ways.”

The dining room’s extra-long vintage French farmhouse 
table from Chairish accommodates large family gatherings, 
and CB2’s green velvet chairs create a conducive modern 
contrast. A vibrant work by local artist John Pirman 
enlivens the space with color, and shiplap-style wainscoting 
reinforces the home’s craftsman detailing.  

a seamless connection to the surrounding natural beauty,” adds 
Perrone. 
 Ellen Hanson, founder and creative director of Ellen Hanson 
Designs, also collaborated with the homeowners to conceptualize 
the interior design, a balance of  Florida vernacular and metropolitan 
sophistication. “Our goal from the beginning was to help create 
a home that felt appropriate to the early twentieth-century styles 
found in historic areas of Sarasota while subtly incorporating 
modern features that would enhance the young family’s lifestyle,” 
notes Hanson. “The pale"e throughout the residence is inspired by 
cra#sman-style houses, yet interpreted in fresh and vibrant ways.”
 Inside the house, the great room opens to a spacious screened 
porch through an expansive sliding glass Euro-Wall, creating a 
fluid transition between inside and out. A flexible furniture layout 
maximizes these connected spaces by offering entertaining options 
for large and intimate gatherings. 
 “Drawing Gulf breezes from all sides, the house maintains a 
sense of privacy while connecting to nature,” says Hanson. “There’s 
even a small tower with a yoga space that allows for views of the Bay 

RIGHT: Embellished with bronze bobeches and fitted with dimmable LED lights, a 
Visual Comfort chandelier illuminates the three-story stairwell. Under the staircase, 
a tranquil blue abstract painting enhances the shapely elegance of a grand piano.

LEFT: Shannon Woodford’s oil on canvas entitled Autumn Friend presides 
over an heirloom-quality walnut and suede console from Skylar Morgan 
Furniture, artfully grounding the airy entrance foyer. A lantern chandelier 
from The Urban Electric Co. complements the room’s lofty proportions. 
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of Sarasota and stunning sunsets. The mandate for the interiors was to 
create family-friendly spaces while maintaining an aura of sophistication 
and ease.”
 Familiar and humble materials like oak, terraco"a, ceramic, and plaster 
call to mind homes that have been well-loved for generations. In addition 
to Hanson’s architectural nods to the cra#sman/bungalow style, such 
as painted ceiling beams, bay windows, and shiplap, her team repeated 
the nostalgic visuals through millwork details. Notable features include 
shaker-style cabinet faces, a built-in dining bench, a furniture-like kitchen 
island, a butler’s pantry, and a sunny mudroom with hidden and open 
storage. “Cabinet hardware, lighting, and surface materials all cohered to 
the cra#sman aesthetic while speaking to the current moment through a 
sophisticated color scheme, modern touches, and exquisite lighting,” says 
Hanson. “Whenever possible, I directed my selections toward items made 
in the States by next-generation American cra#speople.” 
 With a distinct section of the home reserved for sleeping quarters spread 
across separate floors, multi-layered window treatments from blackout 

Anthropologie’s chic desk and task chair 
give this dreamy, light-filled home office 
a bespoke feel. A woven chair from Lulu 
and Georgia creates a textural accent, 
while Crate & Barrel cabinets display art 
books and collectibles. Pansy Bayou Design 
Atelier’s colorful flatweave rug reinforces 
the wall’s watery green-blue hue. 

RIGHT: A jewel box powder room wrapped in large-scale floral grass cloth from Abnormals 
Anonymous interacts harmoniously with the craftsman-style trim details. A vintage walnut 
frame mirror from Braden River Antiques complements a blue-green Kast concrete sink 
accented with Nickey Kehoe’s scallop sconces in unlacquered brass.

Lustrous quartzite slabs on the island and backsplash bring 
color and movement to the warm gray and oak kitchen 
palette. Industry West stools invite casual island seating 
illuminated with Allied Maker pendants overhead. The custom 
cabinetry and range hood fabricated by Sarasota Architectural 
Woodworking complements the earthy neutral aesthetic.
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to sheer ensure that all circadian scenarios are satisfied. Bespoke offices for the parents and a 
generous playroom for the kids allow everyone to study, play, and work in spaces created for their 
needs. A thoughtfully curated selection of art, distinctive lighting, and one-of-a-kind rugs elevate 
every space through color, texture, and volume.
 “The home we built is an homage to the former home we removed from the property,” notes 
Perrone. “The owners are very family-oriented with two wonderful li"le girls, and they love
to enjoy Sarasota’s indoor/outdoor lifestyle. Their vision aligned with our commitment to 
cra#smanship and timeless design. Collaborating with them and the design team was a pure joy.”

RIGHT: The primary bedroom 
emanates a mellow vibe 
with natural textures and a 
neutral palette tinged with soft 
peach accents. Clad in Phillip 
Jeffries grass cloth, a feature 
wall spotlights a deep-blue 
abstract painting, creating a 
moody focal point over the 
streamlined Anthropologie 
bed. A retro-modern chandelier 
lends a chic vintage touch.

LEFT: Dressed in playful coral 
hues, this bedroom features 
a vintage-style bed paired 
with charming accent pieces, 
including a Cura Home side 
table and Anthropologie’s 
patterned bench. 

LEFT: Paved in Fonte Herringbone 
tile from Daltile, the primary 
bathroom features a spacious 
vanity fabricated by Sarasota 
Architectural Woodworking topped 
in white Macaubas quartzite. Circa 
Lighting sconces echo the silver 
sheen of the fixtures and drawer 
pulls from Rejuvenation. 
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SOURCES
LIVING ROOM
Blue sofa, club chairs, and rattan ottoman – Lulu and Georgia, 
luluandgeorgia.com
White sofa – Home Nature, homenature.com
Swivel armchairs – Braden River Antiques, Sarasota, FL, and fabric by 
Christopher Farr Cloth, Holland & Sherry, Dania Beach, FL
Cocktail table – Bradley USA, bradleyusa.com
Blue ottomans – Designer’s Resource of Florida, Sarasota, FL, and 
fabric by Pindler Showroom, Hollywood, FL
Chandelier and floor lamps – Circa Lighting, circalighting.com
Table lamp – Braden River Antiques, Sarasota, FL
Pillows – Designer’s Resource of Florida, Sarasota, FL, and fabric by 
Charlotte Osterman Textiles, Fritz Porter Showroom, Charleston, SC 
ENTRY 
Console – Skylar Morgan Furniture, skylarmorganfurniture.com

Chandelier – Urban Electric Co., urbanelectric.com
Chandelier over stairs – Circa Lighting, circalighting.com
Artwork – Shannon Woodford, shannonwoodford.com
DINING ROOM
Table – Chairish, chairish.com
Chairs – CB2, cb2.com
Chandelier – The Urban Electric Co., urbanelectric.com
Artwork – John Pirman, johnpirman.com
OFFICE
Desk, desk chair, and lamp – Anthropologie, anthropologie.com
Chair – Lulu and Georgia, luluandgeorgia.com
Cabinetry – CB2, cb2.com
KITCHEN
Cabinetry, island, and hood – Sarasota Architectural  
Woodworking, Sarasota, FL
Cabinet hardware – Rejuvenation, rejuvenation.com

Pendant lighting – Allied Maker, alliedmaker.com
Sconces – Blueprint Lighting, blueprintlighting.com
Stools – Industry West, industrywest.com
POWDER ROOM
Sink – Kast Sinks, kastconcretebasins.com
Mirror – Braden River Antiques, Sarasota, FL
Sconce – Nicky Kehoe, nickeykehoe.com
Wallcovering – Abnormals Anonymous Wallcoverings, 
abnormalsanonymous.com
GUEST BEDROOM
Side table – Cura Home, mycurahome.com
Bench – Anthropologie, anthropologie.com
PRIMARY BATHROOM
Cabinetry – Sarasota Architectural Woodworking, Sarasota, FL
Cabinet hardware – Rejuvenation, rejuvenation.com
Sconces – Circa Lighting, circalighting.com

Inspired by the relaxed Florida vernacular style, a lavish 
outdoor living area wraps around an interior courtyard with 
a glistening pool dotted with palms. The layout maximizes 
natural light and captures the coastal breezes while 
ensuring privacy. Landscape architecture by Michael A. 
Gilkey enhances the courtyard’s pristine aesthetic.

To maximize space, a playroom above 
the garage provides an enchanting 
hideaway for the home’s children. A Blu 
Dot powder-coated coffee table serves 
as a play table for the youngsters. 

BELOW: The residence’s playroom glows from within over the garage, creating architectural allure 
from the street view. An arched balcony with French doors and a bank of windows on the other 
side of the house ensure plenty of natural daylight.

PRIMARY BEDROOM
Bed – Anthropologie, anthropologie.com
Dresser – Lulu and Georgia, luluandgeorgia.com
Chairs – Braden River Antiques, Sarasota, FL, and fabric 
by Savel Fabrics, savelinc.com
Accent table – Crate & Barrel, crateandbarrel.com
Chandelier – Braden River Antiques, Sarasota, FL
Sconces – etsy.com
Floor lamp – Visual Comfort, visualcomfort.com
Wallcovering – Phillip Jeffries, phillipjeffries.com
THROUGHOUT 
Lanterns – Rejuvenation, rejuvenation.com 
Ceiling fans – Big Ass Fans, bigassfans.com
Cabinetry and woodworking – Sarasota Architectural  
Woodworking, Sarasota, FL
Area rugs – Ellen Hanson Designs Private Label, ellenhansondesigns.com


