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Forever home

)

LANG RESIDENCE

This bold, modernist structure of glass, wood and stone is the home of Connie and Michael Lang.

BY MARTY FUGATE
PHOTOGRAPHY BY GREG WILSON

Inerrtability and surprise. They'te two rare
gualities in a howse, and rarer still when com-
bined. A waterfront residence in a pleasant

Osprey community has both. This bold, medern-

igt strueture of glass, wood and stone stands out
from the crowd. It seems to grow from the land
itself with logic and organic grace,

Connie and Michael Lang are the homeown-
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ers, Both are retired from high-powered execu-
tive careers with Paul Mitchell Ohio, Inc. They'd
heen visiting Sarasota for years and became sea-
sonal residents in 2007, They bought thedr first
house in the Scuthbay neighborhood in 2011

“It wasn't our ferever horne,” Connde says, “We
abways knew the house was only temporary.
Moving on was always the plan, When a water-
front lot came up, we instantly grabbed it

The new sibe was a three-minute drive from
the Langs’ previous residenee — a gorgeous slive

afland along the Intercoastal Waterway, The
eatdsting residence was undistinguished. Bul
the property boasted & killer view of deep blue
waters and the green silhowette of Casey Koy,

The land was theirs now. All it needed wasa
e hause.

“That next step took a big leap of faith,” says
Connle. "We were newhies, We'd remodeled
exctensively, but never built s house before.”

After demolishing the original structure, the
couple stiudied the site, and came up witha



wish list. At the recommendation of interior
|]<:::iﬂ'nr:r Kurt Luoas, th:!:n' put their list in the
hands of Randall "Randy” Sample, a Sarasota-
I:I?J.‘Q!!':i. a'Lr\C:.."..L!!I.!L ﬂi.i.'l:l.[.l..l'! BEL I:I!'.i.!il.!l] [ +] .I'.|I.I nor r.]'l':!j:
gouls — and follow the principles of Frank Lloyd
Wright's organic architecture. The Langs knew
e wens the right man for the job.

“Randy wanted to bring the cutside in, use all
)" il.l.l.l I'.I] it I.!r'.i'.l 5, il.rli.':. |'|1'.| o ‘.I‘I!' ] A '::-'r‘”'l ©* i!rl.ll"l
says Mike. "We really saw eve to eye.”

Du:-ing iz inirial IH.‘G'.-'!L‘I:I.‘I"I_'U"L& architecst deew
inspiration from the work of E. Fay Jones,
Wiright's most successfiol protégd, “Jones work
atiracted me because of its lighter touch and

simpler construction,” Sample says. "I adapted
this ne ol th nug'_" t o our region t h ruuﬂ'r. the
use of siry, bright space and local construction
methods and materials”

Connie and Mike loved the architect’s creative
direction and encouraged him to keep goin
Their smaell list of dreams became a long list
of decisions, Choices unfolded over numerous
|.'r|~.'|1’.'\.'|'~ (!rll1ﬁ!.‘l:!?:lJ|!N__ r!'1'1:=i-::-r|.-". rl'ﬁnlﬂ.rm:nr_u iII'Il:i
false gtarts. Thiswasn't a rush job. The Langs
wanted to get it right, Drawing up the plans took
nearly ayear. It only seemed like forever.

At last, Sarmple put the final design in the
couple’s hands. It was beautiful — and every

thing they'd asked for. Their response?

Lat's do it

For their builder, the Langs chose Byan Per-
o, 1J:|.1: }'I.I'.i.l:l.g [_"'F-!!Ni.l]l.!:'.l. i.i.I'I.IJ L"'i:l‘fl:l'.l I'Il:i.IE'I' -::-r
Nautilus Homea. “He's one of the region's best,”
gays Connie. “Where other builders want to cut
corners, Byan just wants to do it right. He's a
tough cookie with uncompromising standards.”

The stte had a natural slope, rising up from the
water. Following Sample's intent, Perrone never
flattened the lot. Instead, he carefully draped the
house on the land’s existing contour.

After geveral monthe of work, Perrone had
completed the main structural elements, But the

——————my

Exteriors of the waterfront Osprey home as seen from two different perspectives, The home, designed by Rancly Sample, followed the design principles

al Frars Lioyd Wright,
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The esargabed master bath features marbse counber tops and Moors of
smizath coral stone, a unifying element throughout every reom

Jennings' lluminating lighting design includes the dining room’s
stunning, woad chandeller — the wotk of i palnstaking Arkansas-hased
artizen. The wooden piece is made up of nested rectangles, stacked
inside each other ke an upside-down ziggurat, A geometrieal contrast
to the free-form dining table below

These inspired details catoh your eye. Others are hidden — like the
structural supports inside the apparently seamless railings of the cen
tral stairway. Or the non-standard 13-inch by 3-inch cherry wood stair
steps. It looks like tvg stair tread, But the pieces are solid, not hollor,
You feel the difference every timea you use the stairs

Jennings' contributions work seamlessly with Sample's materials
vocabulary: dark cherrywood elements, bare white walls and eobumns
oflight, stacked stone, Floors of grmooth coral stone fow through every
room, and also create a sense of unity. Open railings on generows bal
conies face the water — and remind yvou of what's important. Wherever
wou look, beauty drawns your eve up and out,

All the details work together here. Everything serves the whole.

5o, who gets credit for what cool idea? Sometimes, ics hard to say.

“Thiswas really a collaborative effort,” says Perrone. "We bounced
Lieas off sach other and came up with golutions on the gpot”

Atter 14 months of heavy lifting, the house bocame a reality. On Christ-
mas Day of 2015, the couple moved in — a drive of only three blocks. As
moves go, it wasn't along haul But it made a world of difference
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nia was our forever home,” Connie says. "Our leap of faith paid off”

“We're not going anywhere,” Mike says, smilingg “There's alob to love
here.”

What's to love? First, all the feasts for the eyve, This howse 1s just
plain cool to look at. Glass, wood and stone create a beautiful study in
contrasts. Saraple's cathedral-like design creates a varisty of ceiling
heights. And the view outside is equally cool

The windows open up to picture posteard vistas, Clever high-tech
teuches helpwith the big reveal. Accordion-fold glass doors seem to
dizappear at the living rocm balcony. Motorized roll-up screens actually
vanigh. A push of abutton reveals the gorgeous paradise of the natural
wrorld,

Ample baleonies and tereaces invite you to experience that paradise
up-close. The lawn is a manicured groen carpet; the plantings range
from the ornamental (Buddha barmboeo and Confederate jasmine) to the
edible (ycher, avooado and mango, along with assorted citrs trees), A
dock stretches out into the bay, ringed with a profusion of mangroves.
1t's all 5o bewutiful

Appearances aside, the house works, In the truest sense, form follows
furnction here, Each room flows gracefully into the next, creating the
perfect space for parties and gatherings, Intimate corners invite quiet
time — like Mike's informal rausic nook, with its neat array of shining
Fuitars,

The color scheme is a study in earth tones. The furniture is handeraft-
ed, honest and old-school, Like the classic Roche Bobods leather folding
chair by one terrece. Or the high-backed chairs created by Amish
craftsmen surrounding the free-form dining roam table — the work afa
Sarasota furniture artist, You can easily envision breaking bread here
and talking long into the night

A stunning wood chandelier, made of nested rectangles, is a beautiful
cantrast to the dining table below.
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The couple's collection of haunting paintinga by Cherokees artist
Donald Vann fills your eye with images of quiet endurance, The art feels
right in this earthy, unpretentious home.

R-l::-rnr:ﬂ'ji:ng absouit this p]a.l_'l.-._‘i‘.:_ﬂ RayH relax,

Don't just look at the art. Really see it.

Don't breeze through the house,

Sit down. Take your time, Drink it in

Mika points out that this calming, meditative feeling is no accident.

“You're supposed to feel that way,” he says, “The amazingly talented
people we worked with sweated every last, little detail to make sure vou
da”

“We really wound up with a dream team,” agrees Connge. “Randy
has an earthbound integrity in the Frank Lloyd Wright tradition. Ryan
never settles for anything less than perfection. He's only 30 years old,
but yow'd think he'd been building houses for several lifetimes, Walter
follows in his father's footsteps — and | think E, Fay Jones and Maurice
Jennings are smiling in heaven.”

Architect: Randall P. Sample
(3411 362-0414

Builder; Ryan Perrone
Nautilus Homes
(B41) 368-3650

Interior Architect: nautilus-homes,com

‘Walter Jennings
Maurlee Jennings Architect Cabinets and Woodwork:
(4790 4434742 Elite Woodwork

mauricejennings.com {B41) 355-2501

clitewondwork howsz. comy/

The kitchen includes a cherry wood cemntral sland, with the state-of-the-
art appliances situated around the perimetar,
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